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Slackbaba Ingiltere yeni kusak psy muzik yapimcilarinin en onde gelen isimlerinden biri olarak dikkat cekiyor. Dunya cevresinde, psychedelic  dinlleyicisinin freepartilerden, club gecelerinden ve festival ortamlarindan asina oldugu bir isim. Bugune kadar cikan iki solo albumu var ve pek cok toplama albumde de calismalarini gormek mumkun. 90’larin sonlarindan beri ortalamlarda, caba harcamaksizin degisik muzik turlerini karistirip  kendi psychedelic corbasini yapiyor, partilere sihir ve renk serpistiriyor muzigiyle. Majimag kendisini Ingiltere Brighton’daki studyosunda yakaladi ve sordu:

Slackbaba stands out as one of the most remarkable artists of the new generation of UK psy music producers. The global psychedelic audience is familiar with this name from free parties, club nights and the international festival circuit. He has released two solo albums to date, and been part of numerous compilations over the years. Having been in the scene since the late 90’s, Slackbaba is effortlessly fusing different styles of music and brewing his own psychedelic soup, sprinkling colour and magic over parties through his music.  Majimag caught up with him in his studio in Brighton, UK and asked…

1-Muzik kariyeriniz nasil ve ne zaman basladi, nasil bulastiniz bu islere?

Muzikle oldukca uzun yillardan beri ugrasiyorum, once genclik yillarimda bir kac grupta bas caldim,  sonra da elektronik muzik yapma islerine girdim.  Eskiden Brighton ve cevresindeki free partilerde psy-trance DJ’ligi yapiyordum. Tabii bu  yillar onceydi, vinyl gunleri… Slackbaba olarak ilk canli setim 2002’de, Ingiltere’de inanilmaz bir Liquid partisindeydi. Baskalarinin muziginin DJ’ligini yapmak yerine kendi muzigimi calabilmek  muthis bir duyguydu..

When and how did your career in music begin? How did you get involved with all this?

I’ve been making music for quite a few years, first playing bass in a couple of bands in my teenage years, then getting into making electronic music.  I used to DJ trance, mainly just playing at Free Parties in and around the Brighton area, but that was years ago, back in the days of vinyl.  My first live set as Slackbaba was at an amazing Liquid party in 2002 in England.  It felt great to be playing my own music out, as opposed to DJ’ing that of other people. 
2-Peki kimlerden etkilendiniz? 
Yeni muzikten hep etkileniyorum ve genis bir kapsamda,  degisik turleri dinlemeyi, seviyorum. Gecen Yillar boyunca en etkilendigim muzisyenler The Orb, Future Sound Of London, Eat Static ve System 7’dan Aphex Twin, Squarepusher ve Coldcut gibi isimlere kadar genis bir dogrultuda akip  gidiyor,. Oldukca uzun yillar boyunca  psy-trance’a buyuk bir duskunlugum oldu ve eski Koxbox ile Hallucinogen benzeri seyler kulagima hala cok hos geliyor. Shpongle’in ilk albumu sessel olarak  muzik adina gercekten buyuk bir adim, ayni zamanda Gaudi’nin yaptiklari da citanin en ustunde. Son zamanlarda Dubstep dunyasindan da pek cok hos sey geliyor kulagima, breaks ve elektro tarzlarini da seviyorum.

Who are your major influences?

I’m always being influenced by new music, and I like listening to a wide range of styles.  Major influences of mine over the years range from acts like The Orb, Future Sound Of London, Eat Static and System 7 to Aphex Twin, Squarepusher and Coldcut.  I was majorly into psy-trance for a quite few years, and things like old Koxbox and Hallucinogen still sound great.  Shpongle’s first album was a real milestone sonically and Gaudi’s stuff is top notch too. Lately I’ve been hearing some really great things in the world of dubstep and enjoying the breaks and electro tips also.

3-Slackbaba adi nereden geliyor? 

Isim saka gibi bir sey aslinda. Slack bolumu ‘gevsek’ ya da ‘tembel’  olarak anlasilabilir sanirim, ama ben ‘slack’in  ‘The Church of The Sub Genius’in tanimlamasi olan, ozde ‘kisinin ozgur iradesi’ anlaminda kullanilmasini tercih ediyorum.  Buradaki dusun, ‘hepimiz ozgur doguyoruz ve bu elimizden icinde bizi yonetenler ya da yonetmeye calisanlarin  parmaginin oldugu buyuk bir komplonun parcasi olarak aliniyor’. Baba’lar da Hindistan’daki din adamlari bilindigi gibi. Pek cok hippy de Hindistana gidip kendilerini baba saniyorlar iste boyle, sirf dreadlocklari var ve sigara icmeyi seviyorlar diye, ben de dahil. (  Hafiften dokundurmali bir saka yani.

How did you come up with the name, “Slackbaba”?

The name is a bit of a joke really.  The slack bit could be taken to mean lazy I guess, but I prefer ‘The Church of The Sub Genius’ definition of slack being essentially ‘one’s own free will’.  The belief is that we’re all born with ‘slack’ and it’s taken away from us as part of a big conspiracy involving those who (try to) govern us.  Babas, as it is known, are the holy men of India.  Lots of hippies go out there and think they’re baba because they have dreads and like a smoke, including me.  It’s all a bit tongue in cheek really.  

4-Yaptiginiz muzik son derece kendine ozgu bir turlerin birlesimine benziyor. Nasil tanimliyorsunuz bu muzigi? 

Yaptigim muzik aslinda sadece kafamda studyoda  o anda ne kaynayip demleniyorsa o oluyor. Kesinlikle psychedelic muzik, ama uzerinde breakbeats’den dubstep’e, Reggae’den etnik muzige, genis alanin bir etkisi var. Slackbaba adi altinda cikan herseyin mumkun oldugunca sadce yaraticiligin disavurumundan ibaret olmasini  tercih ediyorum. Bu nedenle kategorilendirmesi zorlasiyor, benim icin bile. 

Your music seems to be a unique fusion of different styles, how would you describe it?

The music that I make really is just whatever is brewing in my mind at the moment in the studio.  It’s definitely psychedelic music, but with influences that come from far and wide, from breakbeat and drum and bass to reggae and world music too.  I prefer the Slackbaba stuff to be as pure an expression of creativity as possible, so it’s often hard to categorise it, even for me.

5-Muziginizin sizi nereye goturmesini istiyorsunuz? Muziginizle ulasmaya cabaladiginiz bir hedef var mi?

Insanlarin muzik araciligiyla iyi zaman gecirmelerini saglayabilmeye devam edebilmeyi gercekten cok istiyorum. Bugunlerde dunyada ihtiyac olan pozitif birseylerin oluyor olmasi, bu nedenle sadece hos titresimler yaymaya calismak istiyorum elimden geldigince... Su siralar beni gercekten heyecanlandiran pek cok yeni materyal var uzerinde calistigim, umarim dunya cevresinde daha baska kulaklara da ulasacak.

Where do you want your music to take you?  Is there anything you’d like to achieve through your music?  
I really want to keep being able to continue giving people a good time through the music.  The world needs some positive things going on right now, so I just want to try to spread good vibes as much as possible.  I’m writing a lot of new material that I’m really excited about and hopefully that’ll get to some more ears around the globe.


6- Wii’nin Hottest Party 2 oyununda bir Slackbaba parcasi oldugunu duyduk. Durusu sizin kadar marjinal olan bir muzisyenin Kylie, Michael Jackson gibi popular muzisyenlerle ayni bilgisayar oyununa muzik yapmis olusuna ne demek lazim? 
Bu kadar bilinen bir bilgisayar oyununda olusu muthis bir duygu benim icin. System 7 ile yapilan Scramble adli ortaklasa bir calismaydi, psy trance turunde. Dunyanin pek cok yerinde ailelerin oturma odalarinda bu muzikle dansetmeye calistiklarini gozumun onune getirmek beni gulduruyor. Daha genis bir kitleye ulasabilmek hos  bu bilgisayar oyunu  sayesinde. 

We heard a Slackbaba track on Hottest Dance Party 2, on the Wii. What does it feel like to have produced a track for a computer game along with mainstream names such as Kylie and Michael Jackson for a musician whose stance is as marginal as yours?

It feels great to have my music on a big computer game of this scale.  It was a tune I did with System 7, called Scramble, and is basically a psy-trance track.  It makes me laugh to think of families trying to dance to my music in living rooms everywhere. It is nice to reach a wider audience through the computer game.

7- En aklinizda kalan performanslariniz hangileri?

Dunyanin cesitli yerlerinde  unutulmasi benim icin mumkun olmayan bircok degisik etkinlikte calma sansim oldu. Ilk aklima gelenleri, Japonya’da Nagisa Festivali’nde System 7 ile headline olarak calmakti. Inanilmaz bir izleyici vardi. Ikinci olarak aklima gelense Eat Static, Orb ve System 7’la Londra’da  ayni sahneyi paylastigim buyuk bir gosteri. Sanirim kendimi sansli saymaliyim, Sphongle, OTT, Gaudi gibi pek cok muzisyenle, arka arkaya calma firsatim da oldu... Glastonbury’de calmak olagan ustuydu. Ama aslinda parcasi oldugum her etkinligi cok ozel buldum. 

Which gigs have been your most memorable gigs so far?

I’ve been fortunate enough to be able to play at some unforgettable events around the world. The first one that comes to my mind is headlining Nagisa festival in Japan, with System 7. There was an incredible audience. Secondly, a big night I shared the stage with Eat Static, Orb and System 7.  I consider myself lucky I also had the chance to share the line up with great musicians like Shpongle, OTT, and Gaudi. It was terrific to play at Glastonbury too. Every event I took part in has felt very special in fact.

8-Turkiye’de Soulclipse’te caldiginizi hatirliyoruz. Nasil bir deneyimdi sizin icin? 


 
Soulclipse  tam anlamiyla muthisti!. Gunes tutulmasi tumuyle buyuleyiciydi. Biz buyuk bir grup olarak gelmistik ingiltere’den. Hepimiz cok iyi vakit gecirdik. Ilk albumumu yeni tamamlamistim ve tumunu ilk kez orada canli olarak  caldim. Yani benim icin her yonuyle unutulamayacak bir set idi.  

We remember that you played at Soulclipse Festival in Turkey, how was your experience?

The Soulclipse party was really amazing! The eclipse itself was totally magical. We came as a big group from the UK. Everyone I was with had such a great time.  I’d just completed my first album and played it all out for the first time there, so it was quite a memorable set for me.

9-Dunya genelindeki psychedelic ortamlarini nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz?

Dunya genelindeki psychedelic ortamlarini muhtesem buluyorum. Buyuk bir aileye benziyor,  bir kabile hissiyati ve tutumu var. Yillardir, dunyanin cesitli yerlerinde pek cok festivalde bulundum,  herkes  gercekten cok olumlu, coskulu ve birey oluslarinin farkindaliginda ve bunun tadini en iyi sekilde  cikariyorlar. 

What do you think of global psychedelic scene?
I think that global psychedelic scene is great.  It is like a big family and has the feeling and attitude of a tribe. I’ve been going to festivals around the world for years and everyone’s always really positive, enthusiastic and in full awareness of their individuality, making the most of it.

10- Peki sirada baska ne var? Planladiginiz yeni projeler var mi?
Son albumu tamamladigimdan beri yeni materyal uzerinde  calisiyorum, gidisati beni cok heyecanlandiriyor. Ortak yapimlara da devam etmeyi istiyorum. System 7 ile calismak son derece keyifliydi, onlarla ikinci bir ortak calisma yapabilmeyi cok isterdim bu yakinlarda. Son albumumde Atomic Drop’la yaptigim bir parca var. Yapim asamasinda cok eglendik, ileride tekrar beraber  calismayi isterdim. Tabii bir de  ESD ile yapmaya devam ettigimiz calismalar var. Bunlar disinda yeni bir psytrance projesi uzerine calisiyorum, Double Helix, Liquid Records’dan Jeremy ile birlikte, yeni bir cikis yapacagiz yakinda. 

What’s next? Do you have any future projects?
Since I completed this last album I’ve been busy writing new material.  I’m really excited about the direction in which it’s all going.  I’m really looking forward to doing more collaborative work too.  It was really great to collaborate with System 7, I would love to have another opportunity to do more with them soon. There is a track on the album that I wrote Atomic Drop.  We had really good fun producing it, so I’d like to do some more with them some day.  Also there are collaborations we are working on with ESD as you know. Apart from that I’m currently doing a Psytrance project called Double Helix with Jeremy from Liquid Records, which will get it’s first live outing soon.  

11-Tesekkurler,Majimag’e soylemek istediginiz birsey var mi?
thank you, is there anything you would like to say to majimag?
It is really good to see what you guys are doing for the scene. I am really looking forward to coming back to Turkey soon, would be lovely to catch up with you and the Turkish audience. Thanks very much for the interview.

Bu ortam icin yaptiklarinizi gormek cok hos. Turkiye’ye yakinlarda tekrar gelmeyi iple cekiyorum,  Sizlerle ve Turk dinleyicisiyle tekrar bulusmayi cok hos olurdu. Roportaj icin cok tesekkurler.

Cevirmenin notu:

Slack: Durgun, gerilimsiz, serbest, kaytarici, miskin, lacka, uyusuk, tembel
Roportaj ve Ceviri: Elif Sezer-Daley

